[Treatment of clinically localized prostatic cancer--endocrine therapy].
We assessed the actuarial survival of 28 patients with localized prostate cancer who were treated with endocrine therapy in comparison with that of 19 patients who had radical prostatectomy between 1972 and 1995. There were no significant differences among the cause-specific curves and clinical disease-free survival of patients treated with endocrine therapy and radical prostatectomy but the all-cause survival curves favored the surgery group. The results of endocrine therapy alone were unsatisfactory for the patients with high grade tumors. In conclusion, the patients with localized prostate cancer at high risk of death from other complications are reasonable candidates for endocrine therapy.